MARKET REPORT

TDSAT IMPLEADS 64
NETWORKS IN
WAVES OTT CASE

TDSAT has expanded its scrutiny over
Prasar Bharati’s WAVES OTT platform by
impleading 64 major TV broadcasters.

In a significant procedural escalation, TDSAT

warned the IBDF that continued delays in filing its reply

would trigger penal consequences,
giving them until the next hearing on
August 31 to place their response on
record.

The core of the dispute
centers on a legal challenge mounted
by the All India Digital Cable
Federation (AIDCF) against Prasar
Bharati’s decision to stream linear
satellite television channels on its
government-backed WAVES OTT
platform. AIDCF contends that
streaming linear satellite channels via
an OTT service violates existing
Uplinking and Downlinking
Guidelines, arguing that an OTT
platform falls outside the prescribed
regulatory distribution categories.

Following an application by
AIDCEF, the tribunal formally impleaded
64 major broadcasters as necessary
parties, noting that any final decision
will directly impact their commercial
and operational rights. The newly added respondents
represent India's leading television networks, including:

¢ Major Media Giants: Zee Media, TV Today Network,
ABP Network, Republic Media, Network18, and
Bennett Coleman & Co.

¢ National & Regional Players: NDTYV, India TV, News

Nation, TV9 Network, Asianet News, B4U, PTC

Network, along with several devotional and regional

channels.

While IBDF was already participating in the
proceedings, individual broadcasters will now present their
submissions directly. This case carries major implications
for India's broadcasting sector, as TDSAT's final
adjudication could define the legal framework governing
linear TV channel distribution across digital and OTT
platforms.®
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